
MOUNTAINS ARE VITAL 
FOR OUR LIVES

Mountains cover 
about 22% of 

earth’s land surface.

Mountains provide 
between 60 and 80% 

of all freshwater 
resources for our planet.

Mountains host 
25% of terrestrial 

biodiversity and 28% 
of earth’s forests.

6 of the 20 most 
important food crops 

originate in mountains.

Mountains attract 
15-20% of global 

tourism.
(potatoes, maize, barley, 

sorghum, apples, tomatoes)

Call for action

Almost 
1 billion people live 
in mountain areas.

1 in 3 mountain people in developing 
countries is at risk of food insecurity.

Climate change and economic factors 
are major drivers for outmigration.  

Mountains are under threat from climate change, land 
degradation and natural disasters.

Fatal landslides have increased by 125% 
from 2003 to 2017 (see graph).

Number of fatalities Number of landslides that caused a fatality

La
nd

sl
id

es

Year

Melting of glaciers has almost 
doubled since 2005, affecting 
water storage worldwide.

Source: Froude, et al. “Global Fatal Landslide Occurrence 2004 to 2016.” 
www.nat-hazards-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/nhess-2018-49 

Targeted investments Sustainable production 
and diversification of 

food systems 

Strengthening 
skills and value chains 

Mountain related
policies 

 www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/en#MountainsMatter

Mountains are home 
to a variety of different 
languages, ethnic 
groups, religions 
and belief systems. 

bonjour

hola!
Namaste

hi!

Ni hao
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